We were interested to read the article by Manini et al. (1), which confirmed previous observations that a severe ethylene glycol poisoning may lead to falsely elevated lactate levels (2). High lactate levels were indeed measured by enzymatic spectrophotometry (Integra analyzer) but excluded by a specific GC analysis. A linear correlation was nicely demonstrated between the serially determined but falsely elevated serum lactate and the serum concentration of glycolate. This main inorganic acid metabolite of ethylene glycol is indeed responsible for the metabolic acidosis frequently encountered in this type of poisoning.
